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MISSOULA--Three UM women "ran well", according to assistant coach Hans Templeman, in the
AIAW Cross Country Championships held last Saturday at Southwestern University in
Georgetown, Texas.
Great Falls sophomore Kellee Ritter was the top UM performer, placing 139th
with a time of 19:51.0 over the 5,000 meter course.

Kathy Estes of Philipsburg

came in 160th with a time of 20:14.2, and freshman Vicki Fred of Helena placed 187th
in 20:54.
The race was at the Kurth-Landrum Golf course over gradual up-and-down hills
with the temperature in the 70's.
Iowa State won the meet with 92 points and Penn State was second in 116.

Top

teams from the Northwest were Oregon, seventh with 218; Washington, 11th with 302,
and Oregon State, 22nd with 541.
Templeman said the national meet was an "extremely important experience" for
the young women.

"Although the qualifying standards will be higher next year, the

girls will have a much better idea of what they have to do to get there.

This year

we only had eight weeks of training and you can't compete with the leaders with
such a short program.

The outlook for next year is very optimistic though,"

Templeman said.
Templeman said the size of the field may have hampered the UM runners.

He said

with 232 runners starting in a line "it's hard to move up, especially in the first
half of the race.

And when you start off behind, it's tough to catch up."
## #

